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un PE WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT. 


UCH is faid concerning faith in the holy 
ſcriptures, eſpecially in the new teſtament ; 

and great ſtreſs is laid upon it, eſpecially by 

the author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews. This, I 
apprehend, is not very difficult to be accounted for. 
Ever ſince the fall of man, we have been entirely 
dependent on the mercy of God, through a mediator. 
We all lie at his diſcretion, and are beholden to his 
mere ſovereign grace for all the happineſs we enjoy. 
We have nothing on which we can rely for the poſ- 
ſeſſion or continuance of any good, but the word and 


will of God. The only life, therefore, proper for a 


fallen creature, in our world, is a life of faith; to be 
conſtantly ſenſible of our dependence upon God, con- 
tinually going to him, and receiving all from him, for 
the life that now is, or that which is to come. 


Believers, and they only, are brought to be of a 
ſpirit ſuitable to ſuch a kind of life. The hearts of all 
others are too full of pride and ſelf-ſufficiency ; but 
theſe are contented to be penſioners on the bounty of 
another, can willingly commit their all into Chriſt's 
hands, and venture their preſent and everlaſting con- 
cerns upon his word. The juſt ſhall live by faith.“ 


Self-renunciation and confidence in another, are ideas 
which ſeem ever to accompany that of faith. The 
apoſtle ſpeaks of being ;u/ifed by faith, that is, not 
by our own righteouſneſs, but by the righteouſneſs of 
Az : another 
Hab. ii. 4. f Rom. v. 1. 
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another—of Ewing by faith, that is, not by our own 
earnings, fo to ſpeak; but by the generoſity of another 
—of fanding by faith, f that is, not upon our own 
legs, as we ſhould ſay, but upon thoſe of another—and 
here, of walking by faith, which is as much as if he 
had faid, we walk not truſting our own eyes, but the 
eyes of another. We are blind, and cannot guide 
ourſelves, we muſt therefore rely upon God for direction 
and inſtruction.“ This, my brethren, 1s. the life we 
muſt live while in this world, and this the manner in 
which we muſt walk in our progreſs towards the 
heavenly ſtate. Great is the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God in ſo ordering it; great glory hereby redounds to 
him, and great good accrues to us. ” 


All I ſhall attempt will be, to explain the Vvarux x, and 
ſhew the 11yORT ance of the chriſftian's walk by faith; 
Both theſe ſeem neceſſary; the one that we may form 
juſt ideas of what we have to do, and the other that we 
may feel our hearts excited to do it. O, may the ſame 
SPIRIT who indited the facred paſſage, breathe u 
us, that theſe ends may be accompliſhed ! 


Let us then, in the fr place, enquire what is 
intended by the ſacred writer, when he ſays, ©* we walk 
by faith, not by ſight.” Faith and fight, it is eaſy to 
ſee, ſtand here oppoſed, as indeed they do in many 
other parts of ſcripture, eſpecially in that remarkable 
definition of faith, wherein the apoſtle to the Hebrews 
calls it tbe evidence 4 things not ſeen ;\ but what Lind 
of ſight it is oppoſed to, may deſerve our attentive 
Enquiry. 

And here, before I proceed any farther, in order to 
make the way clear, I will take notice of a too generally 
received notion of the ſubject, a notion which appears 
to me equally unſcriptural and pernicious : what I refer 
to is, that faith is to be confidered as oppoſed to 
SPIRITUAL fight, or ſpiritual diſcernment. Indeed, L 
never heard of any perſon who ſaid ſo in expreſs words, 
either in preaching, writing, or converſation ; but 

| : expreſſions 
* Gal. ii. 20. + Rom, xi. 20. 5 Heb. xi. 1. 
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expreſſions are often uſed which convey the ſame idea. 


When the terms faith and enge are uſed, tis common 
with many to underſtand by the latter, /en/ible communion 
with God. So it is common to hear a life of faith 
oppoſed to a life of frames and feelings. Thoſe times 
in which we have the moſt ſpiritual d iſcernment of God's 
glory, /en/ible communion with him, and feel our love 
moſt ardently drawn out to him, are thought to have 
the leaſt of the exerciſe of faith. It is common to ſay 
© there is no need of faith then, at thoſe times we 
live by /ez/e; but that when all our graces ſeem dead, 
and we can ſee no evidence whatever from whence to 
draw the favourable concluſion, then is the time to 
walk by faith.” The meaning is, then is the time ' to 
believe all is well, and fo reſt eaſy, whether we have 
evidence that it is ſo or not. | 


Thus we have often heard ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture 
applied, or rather miſerably miſapplied ; for inſtance, 
that in the laſt chapter of Habakkuk, A4!though the fig- 
tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines, the 
labour of the olive ſball fail, and the field ſhall yield no meat, 
the flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd 
in the flalls : yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in 
- the God of my ſalvation. As if by the fig-tree not bloſ- 
ſoming, &c. was meant the chriftian's graces not being in 
exerciſe, and that then was the time to walk by faith, 
to rejoice in the God of our falvation! That paſſage 
alſo concerning Abraham, who againſt hope, believed in 
hope,* has been underſtood, as if to be ſtrong in faith, 
giving glory to God, like Abraham, was to maintain 
an unihaken perſuaſion of the goodneſs of our ſtate, 
whether we have evidence or no evidence. . 


So alſo that paſſage in the #/#e:h of Iſaiah, has been 
frequently brought for this purpoſe—m#ho is among you 
that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, 
that walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light ; let him truſt 
in the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon his Gad. As 
though a ſtate of darkneſs there, meant a ſtate of mind 
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wherein a perſon could iſcern no evidence whatever of 
his being a good man, and as though ſuch were there 
encouraged to make themſelves eaſy, leave the matter 
with God, not doubting the goodneſs of their ſtate.— 
Our Lord's rebuke to Thomas has been underſtood in 

the ſame manner; Becauſe thou haſt SEE me thou haſt 
believed; bleſſed are they that bave vor $EEN, and yet 
have believed ; as if a bleſſing ſhould reſt upon them, 
who, deſtitute of all diſcernable evidence of their 
chriſtianity, nevertheleſs believe it with an unſhaken 
confidence. If this is to walk by faith, then faith muft 


ſtand oppoſed to ſpiritual fight, or ſpiritual diſcernment. 


I doubt not but there is ſuch a thing as to live upon 
frames, which ought to be guarded againſt. If I 
imagine, for inſtance, that God changes as I change, 
that he admires me one time and not another, or that 


his great love, from whence all my hope of falvation 


ſprings, riſes and falls according to the ſtate of my 
mind. This is doubtleſs to diſhonour God, as it ſtrikes 
at the ſovereignty and immutability of his love. So if 
I derive my chief conſolations from reflecting upon 
what I am, inſtead of reflecting upon what Chriſ is, 
this is to diſhonour Chriſt, and may very properly 
ſtand oppoſed to living by faith. But this is not the 
common idea of living upon frames. It has been uſual 
with many, to account that man to live upon frames, 


who, when he is ſtupid, and dark, and carnal, cannot 
be confident about the ſafety of his ſtate ; and him to 


live by faith who can maintain his confidence in the worſt 
of frames. Allow me, brethren, to offer three or four 
plain reafons againft this notion of the ſubject. And 


1. Faith is the only means of ſpiritual diſcernment, 
and communion with God, and therefore cannot be 
oppoſed to them. Our beſt frames are thoſe in which 
faith is moſt in exerciſe, and our worſt when it is the 


leaſt. Faith is the eye of the mind. It is that by 


which we realize inviſible and ſpiritual objects, and fo 
have fellowſhip with God, Yes, it is by this grace that 


we 


* John XX. 29. 
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we behold the glory of the Lord, and are changed into the 
ſame image, from glory to glory, by the fpirit of the 
Lord.. 

2. If faith is oppoſed to ſpiritual diſcernment and 
communion with God, then it muſt evort alone; it muſt 
never act in conjunction with any of thoſe graces wherein 
we feel our hearts go out to God, for this would be to 
confound faith and ſenſe together. But this is contrary 
to fact. When we have moſt faith in exerciſe, we have 
moſt love, moſt hope, moſt joy, and fo of all the graces 
—all fweetly act in harmony together. Thus the 
ſcriptures repreſent it, as ever accompanied by other 
races, eſpecially by love, purity, and lowlineſs of 
— It is expreſsly ſaid to work by love, f and it 
ſhould ſeem never works without it. It is alſo faid to 

purify the heart.t The exerciſe of faith, therefore, and 
the exerciſe of holineſs, can never be ſeparated. Equally 
true is it, that it is ever attended with /zwuline/s of heart. 

There are two inſtances of faith recorded, which our 

Lord particularly commended, ſaying-he had not feen 

ſuch great faith, no not in Iſrael: the one was the caſe - 

of the woman of Canaan, and the other of the Roman 

centurion ; and both theſe were atttended with great 
humility. The one was contented to be treated as a 
dag, aud the other thought himſelf unworthy that Chriſt 

ſhould come under his roof. 5 A confidence unac- 
companied with theſe, if it may be called faith at all, 
ſeems nearly to reſemble what the apoftle James called 
faith without works, which he pronounced to be dead, 
BEING ALONE. 


3. If faith is to be underſtood in this ſenſe, then it 
not only works witheut, but contrary to other graces.— 
The ſcriptures encourage a ſpirit of ſelf- examination 
and godly jealouſy. Theſe are modeſt and upright 
graces, and conſtitute much of the beauty of chriſtianity. 

| Examine yourſelves whether ye be in the faith, ſay the 

inſpired writers; try your ownſelves !—Let us fear left a 

promiſe being left us of entering into reſt, any of us ſhould 

fem 

* 2 Cor. iii. 18. 4 Gal. v. 6. Þt Acts xv. 9. 8 Matt. xv. 27, 28. 
vi. 8. Jam. it. 17. 
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fim to come ſhort of it.—Let us paſs the time of our 
fojourning here in can.“ But always to be confident of 
the ſafety of our ſtate, let the work of ſanctiſication 
| 5ů on as it may, is not only unfriendly to fuch a ſpirit, 
ut ſubverſive of it. Hence *tis common with ſome to 
call every degree of godly jealouſy by the name of 
unbelief, and to impute it to the enemy, yea to ſhun i it, 
and cry out againſt it as if it were itſelf a devil. This is 
not the moſt favourable ſymptom of an honeſt heart. 
Surely an heart truly upright would not wiſh to receive 
comfort itſelf but upon ſolid evidence; and where it 
was learned to call ſuch a fear by the name of unbeligf 
I know not; I think I may fay, it never came from the 
word of God. If the veracity of God were called in 
queſtion, no doubt it would be unheliet; but rhe 
queſtion at thoſe times with a fincere mind, is not 
whether God will prove faithful in faving thoſe that 
iz truſt in him; but whether he be indeed the ſubject of 
i" that truſt. His doubts do' not reſpect God, — him- 
ſelf. Love and fear are the two great ſprings and 
' | uardians of right action. When love is in exerciſe we. 
o not ftand in need of fear to ſtimulate or guide us; 
but when we are not conſtrained by the former, it 18 
well for us to be reſtrained by the latter. 


4, and laſtly. Faith, in that caſe, muſt be unſupported 
evidence. God's word affords us no warrant to 
conclude ourſelves intereſted in his promiſes, and ſo in 
a ſtate of ſafety, unleſs we bear the characters to which 
the promiſes are made. We have no right, for inſtance, 
to apply to ourſelves that promiſe, Fear thou not, for I 
| am <vith thee: be not diſmayed, for I am thy God : I will 
1 ftrengthen thee, yea 1 w ill help thee, yea 1 will uphold thee 
if with the right hand of my righteouſneſs,+ unleſs we bear 
"34 the character of the party there addrefſed. This is 
*} expreſſed in the — verſe, But thou Iſrael art 

MY SERYV ANT, &c. If, from the real deſire of our 
hearts, we yield not .ourſelves /ervants to God, no 
impreſſion of this paſſage upon our minds can warrant 
us to conclude that God is indeed our God, or that we 


1 ſhall} 
4 ® 2 Cor. xiii, 5. Heb. iv. 1. 1 Pet. i. 17, Iſa. xli. 10. 
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ſhall be ſtrengthened, helped, or upholden by him. So 
allo no man — 8 himſelf intereſted 
in that promiſe, I have lowed thee with an everlaſting 
hae, therefore with loving kindneſs” have I drawn ther, 
unleſs he be ſo draws from the love of ſin, ſelf, and 
the world, as to love God better than any of them all. 

But if we are to hold faſt the confidence of our ſafety, 
whatever be the condition of our mind, or the evils in 
our conduct, then we are in that inſtance to believe 
without evidence. If the work of ſanctiſication be 
the only ſcriptural evidence of our intereſt in Chriſt, 
then in proportion to that work increaſing or declining, 


our evidence muſt be ſtrong or weak. When we 


degenerate into carnality and indifference, it muſt of 
courſe diminiſh. To fav then that thoſe ate the times 
in which we exerciſe moſt faith, is the ſame as to ſay. 
we excrciſe moſt faith when we have leaſt evidence 
and conſequently it muſt be a kind of faith, if it be 
faith at all, that is unſupported by evidence.“ 

5, | |; There 


* All true faith muſt have TzuTE for its foundation. That 


faith to which the ſcripturcs promiſe ſalvation, is founded upon 
Evidence, and that evidence is THE TESTIMONY of God, Hence 


it is, with great propriety, by the apottle defined the belief of the 
truth, 2 Theſ. ii. 13. This definition includes more than many 
ſe. m to apprehend. To believe the truth in reality, is cordially to 
credit the account that God bas given of himſelf, cf us, of ſin, of 
Chriſt, earth, heaven, &c. Whoever thus realizes divine truth, 


muſt, of neceſſity, feel its influence. The ſame apoſtle tells us 


that thoſe who receive the word as it is, find it Fectually to work 
in them. 1 Thef. ii. 13. Hence we are ſaid to be ſa»Zifed through 
tbe truth, to know the truth, and be made free by it. John xvii. 17. 
vi. 32. I cannot believe God to be that amiable, loveiy be ing 
waich his word repreſents him to be, without loving him. I can- 
not believe mylelf to be that vile and worthleſs being that God 
repreſents me to be, without abhorring myſelf in duſt and aſhes, 
If I really credit what God hath faid of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of 
fin, it is impoſiible but that I ſhould hate it, and perceive its 
dreadful demerit, and plainly ſee myſelf righteouſly condemned for 
be ing a ſubject of it. If I really believe the record that God hath 
given of his Son, that is the ſame thing as to think of his excellen- 
eics in a meaſure as God thinks of them, and in that cafe 1 cannot 
but embrace him with all my heart, and venture my everlaſting all 
upon his atonement. If from my heart I believe what God hath 
laid of the vanity of the preſent world, and the ſubſtantial bliſs of 


| (10) : 
There are but two caſes that I recolle& in the whole 


2 of true chriſtian experience, which ſo much as 


eem to reſemble this notion, and theſe are, in fact, 
eſſentially 


that to come If I realize the emptineſs of all the enjoyments of 
the former, and the eternal weight of glory pertaining to the latter, 
I ſhall neceffarily labour, not for the meat that periſheth, but for 
that which endureth unto everlaſting life. ; 


If this be a juſt notion of faith, then it will follow, 1. That all 
unconverted men are truly, and in the moſt literal and proper ſenſe of the 
word, UNBELIEVERS, Whatever they may pretend, they do not 
realize what God has revealed of his own or their character, of the 
nature of fin and its dreadful demerit, of the excellence of Chriſt, 
of the vanity of this world, and the ſolid bliſs of the next. Nor 
can this their unbelief be removed but by their becoming entire 
new creatures by a work of the almighty Spirit of God.---2, Thats 
4 mere cold aſſent to things, commonly called believing the dofrines of the 
73 unaccompanied with love to them, or a dependence on Chriſt for 

vation, is very far from being true 2 aith, Let but the 
doctrines of the goſpel be really and artily lieved as God bath 
revealed them, and as before ſaid, it will be impoſſible but that we 
ſhould feel a determination to venture upon Chriſt alone for ſalva- 
tion, with all the proper effects of living faith. But perſons may 


 Þrofeſs to believe thoſe doftrines when they do not, or may believe 


them partially, but not as God hath revealed them. Yea, a perſon 
may think theſe his profeſſions to be true, and theſe his notions to be 
juſt, and yet be an infidel at heart. The Jews profeſſed to believe 
Moſes, and no doubt verily thought they did, but our Lord told 
them, Had ye believed Moſes, ye would have believed me, for be wrots 
of me, John v. 46. We are under a neceſſity, therefore, of con- 
cluding, that where theſe effects are not produced, the faith of ſuch 
perſons is in a great degree pretended, and not real; and in that 
degree in which it is real it is very ſuperficial, it reaches only to the 
ſhell of truth at fartheſt. The eſſence and glory of the goſpel is by 
them neither diſcerned nor believed.---3. That all that confidencs 
which is unſupported by evidence, tho* held faſt by ſo many, is not faith, 
but preſumption, or deluſion. If faith is the belief of the truth, then 
whatever I believe ought to he a truth, and a truth ſupported by 
evidence, prior to, and indepencent of, my believing it. ; This is 
certainly the caſe reſpecting the excellency and all-ſufficiency of 
Chriſt. He is what he is, whether I belicve it or not. However I 
may diſallow of him, he is choſen of God and precious. Whatever 
real excellence I at any time diſcern or believe to be in him, I only 
believe the truth, and what would have been the truth it I had never 
believed it. Faith, therefore, draws afide the vail, and diſcovers 
things in ſome meaſure as they are. So, if that perſuaſion that I 
may have of my intereſt in Chriſt have any right to the name of faith, 
it mult be a truth, and a truth capable of being proved by ſcripture 
evidence at the time. | 


( um} 


effentially different from it. One is that of the mf 
eminent chriſtians having a general, and well-grounded 


perſuaſion of their intereſt in Chriſt, even at ſuch times 
wherein they may not experience thoſe evident and ſenſible 
exerciſes of grace which they do at other times. But 
then, it is to be obſerved, grace hath more ways than 
one of being in exerciſe : the grace of love, for inſtance ; 
—ſome times it is exerciſed in the moſt tender and 
affectionate feelings of the heart towards Chriſt, longing 
to be with, and to enjoy him in the world to come ; at 
other times it works in a way of cheerful ſerving him, 
and promoting his intereſt in the preſent world. This 
latter may not ſo ſenſibly ſtrike the perſon himſelf as 
being an exerciſe of love, but perhaps it may ſtrike 
other people with ſuperior evidence. 


The induſtrious peaſant ſitting in his evening chair, 
ſees his children gathering round him, and courting his 
affections by an hundred little winning ways. He looks, 
and ſmiles, and loves. The next day he returns to his 
labour, and cheerfully bears the burden of the day in 
order to provide for theſe his little ones, and promote 


their intereſt. —During his day's labour he may not feel 


his love operate in ſuch ſenſible emotions as he did the 
evening before. Nay, he may be ſo attentive to other 
things, as not immediately to have them in his thoughts. 
What then? he loves his children—indeed he gives 
proof of it, by cheerfully enduring the toils of labour, 
and willingly denying himſelf of many a comfort that 


they might ſhare their part; and were he to hear of 
their being injured or afflicted, he would quickly feel 


the returns of glowing affection in as ſtrong, and 
perhaps ſtronger emotions than ever. 


Thus the believer may have real love to God in 
exerciſe, exciting him to a cheerful and habitual diſ- 
charge of duty, and a careful watch againſt evil, and 

et el little or none of that deſirable tenderneſs of 
eart which he at other times experiences. He has 
grace in exerciſe, only it does not work in the ſame way 


as it does at ſome other times; and he in general enjoys 


Chriſt as a 


| (- 12} 


à conſcious ſatisfaction that the more he knows of God, 
his holy law, and glorious goſpel, the more he loves 
them. During this he may have an abiding ſatisfaction 
that things are right with him. But this is a very 
different thing from a perſon: at all events maintainin 
the ſafety of his ftate, yea and reckoning himſelf in fo 
doing to be ſtrong in faith, giving glory to God, while 
carnality governs his ſpirit, and folly debaſes his con- 
verſation ! % 
The other caſe is, when, on a failure of evidence 
from a reflexion on paſt experiences, the believer has 
recourſe to an immediate application to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, caſting himſelf directly on his mercy, and re- 
lying on his word, ſeeing he hath ſaid Him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wiſe caſt out. This caſe, no doubt, 
often occurs. 'The believer, through the prevalence 
of carnality, with fome other cauſes, too often finds 
his evidences for glory ſo obſcured, that experiences 
will afford but ſmall conſolation. At a time, his 
mind is either eaſy, and carnally diipoſed—in that cafe 
a few painful fears will do him no harm; or elſe 
his heart 1s depreſſed with perplexity and gloom—in 
that caſe nothing is better than immediately to go to 
poor ſinner for ſalvation. This is the 
ſhorteſt, and tis commonly the ſureſt way. It is not 
beſt in ſuch a ſtate of mind, to ſtand diſputing whether 
we have believed or no: be that as it may, the door of 


mercy is ſtill open, and the redeemer till ſays, bim 


that cometh to me I will in no wiſe caſt out. Tt is beſt, 
therefore, to make a freſh venture of our fouls 
him, that if we have never before truſted in him, we 

may now. 


This is no more than he has a warrant at any time 
to do, let things be as they may with him. For though 
internal qualifications are neceſfary to our concluding 
ourſelves intereſted in Chriſt, yet it is not ſo in reſpect 
of application to him. The perplexed foul need nor ſtay 
to enquire whether he be fit to come to Chriſt before 
he ventures. It is not required that he ſhould prove 

is 
John vi. 37. — 
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his ſaintſhip ere he appli r A 

he — — in goſpel bleſſings. that is 
neceſſary here is, that he be ſenſible of his being a vile 
and loſt finner, and that is not to be conſidered as a 
qualification, giving him a right to come, but as a ſtate of 
mind to the at itſelf of coming. . 


Many a chriſtian has found ſweet reſt to his foul by 
ſuch a direct application to Chriſt ; and ſurely it would 
be much better for chriſtians who go almoſt all their 
life in painful perplexity leſt they ſhould be miſtaken 
at laſt, if, inſtead of perpetually poring on paſt ex- 
periences, they were to practice more in this way. This 
would furniſh them with preſent evidence, which is 
much the beſt, and what God beſt approves, for he 
loves to have us continue to exerciſe our graces, and 
not barely remember that we have exerciſed them ſome 
time or other heretofore. This in ſome fort, may be 
called a walking by faith, and not by fight, and in this 
caſe faith may in ſome ſenſe be oppoſed to ſpiritual 
fight. Tis oppoſed to that diſcernment which we 
ſometimes have of being true chriſtians from a review 
of paſt experiences. But then this, let it be remembered, 
is ever attended with preſent ſpiritual diſcernment of + 
Chriſt's excellence, and a longing deſire after intereſt _ 
in him, and herein eſſentially differs from what we 
have been oppoſing. Confidence in the one caſe is 
nothing elſe but carnal ſecurity, tending to make men 
_ eaſy without God; confidence in the other is an actual 
venture of the ſoul afreſh en the Lord Jeſus, encouraged 
by his gracious teſtimony. The ſubject of the one 
conſiders himſelf as an eſtabliſhed faint; the other as 
a poor loſt finner, and deals with Chrift for falvation 
juſt as he did when he firſt applied to him. To the 


— 


it is ere 


2 one, we ſay, Be not high minded, but fear ; to the other, 

- | Fear not, thou ſhalt not be aſhamed ; none ever truſted in 

* im and Twas confounded / ; 

tay In what ſenſe then do we walk by faith and not by 
fore ſight? I anſwer, in general, walking by faith is a 
ove | : GOING FORWARD IN THE WAYS OF GODLINESS, 48 

his 2 B INFLUENCED 
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INFLUENCED NOT BY SENSIBLE, BUT INVISIBLE 
OBJECTS; OBJECTS, OF THE REALITY OF WHICH 
WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE, BUT THE TESTIMONY OP 
Gop. But perhaps faith may be conſidered more 
particularly as oppoſite to ſight in three ſenfes, namely 
to corporal ſight, to the diſcoveries of mere reaſon, 
and to ultimate viſion. 


Firſt. To walk by faith is oppoſed to walking by 
corporal fight. In this ſenſe we ſhall find it plentifully 
uſed in the eleventh chapter to the Hebrews, concerning 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and others. Thus 
Abel by faith offered a more excellent offering than 
Cain. God had faid in effect once for all, that he 
would never ſpeak nor be ſpoken to in a way of friendſhip 
by any of the human race, but through a mediator. 
This was intimated, partly by man's being debarred 
from all acceſs to the tree of life, by the promiſe 
of the woman's ſeed, and partly by the inſtitution of 
ſacrifices. Cain overlooked all this, and approached 
God without an expiatory ſacrifice, as if there had been. 
no breach between them, and ſo no need of an atone- 
ment. This was an inſtance of daring znbelief. Abel, 
on the contrary, took God at his word, perceived the 
evil of ſin, and the awful breach made it—dared 
not to bring an offering without a victim for atonement 
—had reſpect to the promiſed Meſſiah—and thus by 
faith in the unſeen lamb offered a more excellent offering 
than Cain. 


Thus alſo it is ſaid of Noah, by faith he being warned 
of God of THINGS NOT SEEN as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the ſaving of his houſe, by which he 
condemned the world, &c. No doubt the world were 
ready to deſpiſe Noah while building his ark as an 
_ enthuſiaſtic old man, that put himſelf to a deal of 
trouble, and wanted to put other people to as much, 
merely through a notion that ran in his head that the 
world ſhould be drowned. Why, was there any thing 
in the world that looked like it, or ſeemed to portend 
ſuch an event? Nothing at all; all things ſeemed to 

- | continue 
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continue as they were from the creation. What then 
could induce Noah to do as he did? Nothing but the 
teſtimony of God, which he credited, and acted 


accordingly. 


So likewiſe it is ſaid of Abraham when called to go 
into another country, by faith he obeyed,” and went out, 
NOT KNOWING WHITHER HE WENT. A __ errand it 
would ſeem to his friends and neighbours. It is poſſible 
ſome of theſe obſerving him preparing for a journey, 
might enquire whither he was going—Going? I am 

oing to a land which the Lord is to ſhew ne. And 
— you ever ſeen this land ?? No, I neither know the 


country, nor a ſtep of the way to it. A fine tale 


indeed! but ſerioully, what in the world can move 
you to ſuch an undertaking ?* I rely upon the t2#iz19::y 
of God, He hath faid, ger thee out of thy country, ard 


from thy kindred, unto a land THAT I WILL SHEW THEE— 


I take him at his word, and a& accordingly. 


Theſe were caſes in point for the apoſtle to quote. 
The Hebrews ſeemed hardly contented with an an/eex 
high prieſt, an izvble religion. They had been uſed 
to prieſts and ſacrifices that they could hear, and ſee, 
. handle with their bodily ſenſes. Like their fathers 
by Moſes, therefore, they were ready to ſay of Jeſus, 
* we know not where he 1s gone, come, let us make us 
a captain, and return to judaiſm.* Judaiſm? methinks, 
ſays the apoſtle, true judaiſm would condemn you. All 
your forefathers ated upon a principle which you ſeem 
about to abandon. They walked by faith, not by 
ſight. They lived, they died in the faith, even in the 
faith of that very Meſſiah of whom you make fo light. 


In this ſenſe it is eaſy to ſee faith and ſight are to be 
taken in our Lord's rebuke to Thomas, when he ſays, 
bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, and yet believed. It is 
as if he had faid, © You think you have acted very 
prudently ; but what muſt the chriſtian world do in 
after ages if they act upon your principle? Chriſtianity + 
in the whole of it will depend upon teſtimony—whoevyer 

| B 2 receives 
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your death, yea in your life time beſides 


receives it after 
yourſelves, muſt receive it upon your teſtimony. Bleſſed 
are they that ſhall cordially fo receive it, and blefſed 
had you been Thomas, to have ſet them the example 
by believing the teſtimony of, your brethren.” 


Faith may be conſidered as oppoſed in the ext place 
to the diſcoveries of mere reaſon, unaſſiſted by revelation. 
In this ſenſe it ſeems to be uſed in reference to 
Sarah. Through faith ſhe received ſtrength to conceive 
feed, and was delivered of a child when ſhe was paſt 
age, becauſe be judged him faithful who had promiſed.® 
How Sarah ſhould have a fon was not only indiſcernable 
by the corporal eye, but by an eye of reaſon, fince it 
mult be, if at all, entirely beſide the common courſe 
of nature. She had nothing to rely upon in this caſe 
but the promiſe of God. 


We do not ſuppoſe faith and right reaſon to be 

ſites ; that be far from us. On the contrary, not 

is more evident than that chriſtianity is entirely a — 
ſyſtem ; and it is its glory that it is fo. We ſhould 
never have been required to give à reaſon for the hope 
that is in us, if there had been no reaſon to be given, 
hut though nothing in revelation be contrary to 
right reaſon, yet there are many things which our 
reaſon could never have found out, had they not been 
made known by the ſupreme intelligence. The plan of 


redewption by Jeſus Chriſt, in particular, contains a 
ſet of truths which the eye had never ſeen, nor the 


ear heard, nor had they entered the heart of man to 
conceive, had not God revealed them to us by his 
Spirit. For all the | ger was that we enjoy, brethren, 
in contemplating theſe glorious truths, we are wholly - 


beholden to the teſtimony of God. Indeed fo far are 
they from being diſcoverable by mere reaſon, that every 
bleſſing contains in it abundantly more than men or 
angels could have aſked or thought! It ſtaggers our 
reaſon to receive it, even now it 1s told us, At every 


pauie 


Iu 
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pauſe we muſt ſtand and wonder, ſaying, Is TAHI1s Tae 


MANNER OF MAN, O Lord Jenovan! 


Not only was our reafon incapable of finding- out 
many truths before they were revealed, but even now 
they are revealed they contain _ above our com- 
prehenſion. Tis one thing to ſay ſcripture is contrary 
to right reaſon, and another thing to ſay it may exhibit 
truths too great for our reaſon to graſp. God muſt 
have told us nothing about his own exiſtence, and 
infinite perfections, if he had told us nothing but what 


we could comprehend. In this caſe it becomes us to 
know our littleneſs, and bow our underſtandings to 


the ſupreme intelligence. It is the moſt rational thing 
in the world fo to do. If God has faid any thing, we 
ought to reſt aſſured that ſo it is. In theſe caſes we ought 
to truſt his eyes, ſo to ſpeak, rather than our ewz, and 
be content to walk by faith, and not by ſight. 


Once more. Faith may be conſidered as oppoſed to 


ultimate viſan.— The ſaints in glory are deſcribed as 


ſeeing Chriſt as he is—as knowing even as they are tucgun 
255 B 3 —and 


* May not the great diſputes which have taken place concerning 
Faith and reaſon, as it one were oppoſite to the other, have riſen in 
a great degree from uſing the term rea/on without defining it? The 
word reaſon, like the word underſtanding, has two ſenſes: n, it 
ſignifies the fitneſs of things, So the apoitles uſed it when they ſaid 
It is not reaſon that we ſhould leave the word of God, and ſerve 
tables; Acts vi. 2. that is, it is not fir, it is not proper. Second, 
it ſignifies our power, or capacity F reaſoning, So it is ſaid of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, that his reaſon returned to him; Dan. iv. 36. that 
is, his per or capacity of reaſoring. Now it is eaſy to ſee that the e 
are two eſſentially different ideas: the one is perfect and immutable, 
remaining always the fame ; the other is ſhattered and broken by fin, 
and liatle to a thouſand variations through blindneſs and prejudice. 
No divine truth can ever diſagree with the former, but it may be 
both above and contrary to the latter. | 


If people were to talk in matters of ſcience and philoſophy. as 
ſom2 have affected to talk in religion, they would be treated as tools, 
and deemed unworthy of attention. A philoſopher for inftance, 
tells an unlettered countryman that tis generally thought that the 
earth turns round every day upon its own axis, and not the ſun 
round the earth. The countryman replies, I don't believe a word 
about it.. Very likely, ſays the philoſopher, but why not? + It is 
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and as being citizens of a city where there ſhalt be 
un night, and where they ſhall need 20 candle, neither 
light of the ſun, nor light of the moon, rox Tas Lord 
Cop SHALL BE THE LIGHT THEREOF.F Our knowledge 
of things there will be immediate, and intuitive, and 
not through the medium of the word and ordinances, 


as it is here. The ſacred ſcriptures are to us, with 


reverence be it ſpoken, like a letter from a diſtant 
friend, but when we come face to face int and paper 


Hall be needed no more. However, for the preſent it is 
»zotherwiſe. We are yet in the body, and while ſo, as 


the apoſtle obſerves in the verſe preceding the text, 

ave are abſent from the Lord, and muſt be glad of theſe 

helps. Our duty and intereſt at preſent is to make 

much of this letter, and be thankful that we can walk 

it through this world, as by a light in a dark place, 

ul we come to a better, where we Hall no mere walk 
by faith, but by ſight. 


Thus far I have dwelt chiefly upon the terms; but 
that we may obtain a more comprehenſive view of the 


thing itſelf, namely, of a chriſtian's walking by faith, 


let us take a view of a few of thoſe circumſtances and 
fituations through which he has to paſs during the 
preſent life, It is in theſe that faith, as well as every 
| other 
contrary to my reaſon.” Contrary to your reaſon, that may be, but 
I hope you don't think every thing contrary to your reaſon is contrary 
to right reaſon ! Were men of the greateſt underſtanding but to 
conſider that there is a far greater diſproportion berween ſome truths 
which reſpect the exiſtence of God, and their capacities, than be- 
tween any truths belonging to human icience, and the capacity of 
the moſt ignorant ruſtic, they would be aſhamed to ſay, ſuch a 
thing cannot be true becauſe it is contrary to my reaſon.” 
It is right, and ſtands commended in ſcripture, to apply our hearts 
to underſtanding ; but it is wrong, and ftands condemned in ſcripture, 
yea by the ſame pen, and in the ſame page, to lean to our owwn under- 


Runding. See Prov. ii. 2. iii. 5. So I apprehend it is right to ad- 


here to righs reaſan, and to uſe all means to find out what it is; 
but it is wrong, and preſumptuous, to ſet up or reaſon as a ſtandard 
competent to decide what is truti and what is error, for that is the 


fame thing as ſuppoſing that our ideas of fitneſs and unfitneſs always 


accord with the real fitneſs of things. 
+ 2 John iii. 2. 1 Cor, xiil. 12. Rev. xxii. 5. XXI. 24 
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other grace, is exerciſed. Allow me then to requeſt 
your attention, brethren, to four or five obſervations on 


the ſubject. 


I. There are many DARK SEASONS IN God's PROYT- 
DENTIAL DEALINGS WITH US, in which wwe can SEE no 

of eſcape, nor find any ſource of comfort but THE 
4A. OF 88 friends 14 not diſ- 
tinguiſhed in this w an exemption from trying 
— 2 r he views that, 7 as too trifling 
a badge of diſtinction. They ſhall be known by what 


ĩs far more noble and advantageous, namely, by patience, 


obedience, ſubmiſſion, and divine — under them. 
Moreover, as we profeſs to be friends of God, and to 
truſt the ſalvation of our ſouls, with all our concerns, 
in his hands, he ſees it proper to prove the ſincerity of 
our profeſſions, and the ſtability of our hearts. He 
brings us into ſuch circumſtances, therefore, as ſhall try 
us whether we will confide in him or not. 


Chriſt has told his followers once for all, that al 
power in heaven and earth is in his band. that he is head 
over all things to the church—that he will furely do them 
good—that however things may ſeem, all things ſhall 


Wort together for good to them that love God, and are 


called according to his purpoſe—that as to temporal things, 
let them but truft in the Lord, and do good, and they ſhall 
dwell in the land, and verily they ſhali be fed—and as to 
eternal things, if they have a few light afflictions, they 


| ſhall laſt but as for à moment, and ſhall work for them a 


far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.* Theſe 
promiſes ſeem eaſy to be believed when things go 
ſmooth and pleaſing ; and it is very natural for us, in 
a day of proſperity, to talk of theſe things, and try to 
comfort thofe with them who are labouring in adverſity, 
But the greateſt trial is when it comes home to ourſelves. 
Then 'tis well if we fall not under the reproof of 
. Eliphaz, Thy words hawe upholden him that wwas falling, 
and thou haft ftrengthened the feeble knees; but new it is 
came 
Matt. xXviii. 18. Ep. i. 22. Gen. xxxii. 12. Rom. viii, 28. 

Pf. XXXVii. 3. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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come upon thee, and then fainteſt, it toucheth thee, and thou 
art troubled, + Then, if ever, is the time for us to 
walk by faith and not by ſight. 


We create to ourſelves darlings, and place much of 
our happineſs in their enjoyment. God not unfre- 
quently takes theſe firſt away, as being moſt his rivals. 
If one child is more beloved than all the reſt, if he muſt 
be cloathed with a coat of many colours, the coat muſt 
quickly be returned without the owner; yes, the period 
muſt toon arrive when it ſhall be ſaid Joſeph js not / 
Theſe, and a few more ſtrokes of the kind, will try 
| Jacob's faith to the uttermoſt; and he will find it hard 
Wil work to reconcile promiſes with providences. © T hou 
1 faidft I will ſurely do thee good—but all theſe things are 
againſt mne. Ah, he fails! He fails like pb in a 
' ſimilar condition, who could not ſee how God could be 
"mk good to Iſrael when waters of a full cup were wrung out to 
58 them. +F The Shunemitiſh woman will ſet us a better. 

I example than either the patriarch or the prophet. I.. 
| it well? ſaid Eliſha's ſervant, when her child lay dead 
in her houſe—She replied, 1T Is WELL. I This was 
W. in effect ſaying, whether I can ſee it or not, I know 

il _ he doth all things well.“ This is believing when we 
cannot ſee, taking God at his word againſt all the 
rebellion of ſenſe and feeling. This is what Jacob 

ſhould have done, but O that Jacob had failed alone! 

11 If to reſemble him in this inſtance would conſtitute us 

1 Iſraclites, we ſhould be moſt of us HMaelites indeed ! 


We are often very thrifty in d evi g plans for futurity, 
and apt to promiſe ourſelves great degrees of happineſs 
when they are accomplithed. Here it is common for 
God to throw confuſion upon our ſchemes, and cauſe 
things to run in quite a different channel to what we 
expected. Fob, while in proſperity, fat like a bird in 
her well-feathered neſt, and thought within himſelf 
© I ſhall live to enjoy numerous years of uninterrupted 
proſperity,” to ſee children's children, and then go 
down to the grave in peace; or as he himſelf afterwards 

| 7” 


+ Job. iv. 4, 5. » Gen, xlii. 36. + Pf. bali. 1 2 Kings iv. 26. 


ſeeming unſurmountable difficulties ; yet even here they 
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in the bitter hour of reflection expreſſed it, I faid T 
Hall die in my neſt, I ſhall multiply my days as the ſand 5 


And, ſo he did at laſt, but there was a melancholy 
chaſm in his life which he never expected. Such there 
are, more or leſs, in all our lives, and tis well if we do 
not think hard of our beſt friend in ſuch ſituations. 
Some have been ready to aſk, Is this love? Is this his 
doing who hath faid I will ſurely do thee good?* Yes, 
and you ſhall ſee it in the end, as 4/aph did, who atter 
he had been to God's ſanctuary, and ſaw things as they 
were, went home it ſeems, and penned the /everty-third 
t/alm, beginning it all in ecſtacy, faying TxuLy GOD 
1s GOOD To IsRAEL! Chriſtians, how criminal, how 
cruel that he that never failed us yet, ſhould be fo 
miſtruſted as he is! It ſhould ſeem to ſuggeſt as if he 
were ſuch a God that we cannot truſt him out of fight! 


How amiable is that ſpirit, how happy is that heart, 
which in every ſituation places unbounded confidence in 
Jenovan's word. Such may be hedged up on every 
ſide, and encompaſſed like Iſrael at the Red Sea, with 


will follow Iſrael's example, they will cry unto God, and 
rely upon his mercy. If means can be uſed they will 
uſe them ; if not, _ will fand ſtill and ſee the ſalva- 
tion of the Lord. Speak unto the children of 1jrael, ſaid the 
Lord, that they go forward—go forward! they might 
have replied, what, plunge ourſelves into the ſea? Go 


forward! what, leap at once into the jaws of deſtruc- 


tion? But nothing of this.—At firſt indeed their faith 


| ſeemed to fail them, but they ſoon recovered themſelves, 


Speak unto the children of Iſrael, ſaid the Lord, that they 
g forward—they went—a way was made in the ſea, and 
a path in the mighty waters. Well may it be ſaid, By 
FAITH Iſrael through the Red Sea! * Minds 
thus diſpoſed might defy the united ſources of worldly 
ſorrow to render tlrem unhappy. Let poverty ſtare them 
in the face, let pinching want ſtretch over them her 
miſerable ſceptre, they have been known even here by 
faith to break forth into ſongs of praiſe. Thus ſang 


§ Job xx. 18, ® Heb. xi. 29. 
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Habakkuk (and this evidently 4 to be his 
tuation, and not a ſtate of ſpiritual declenfion) Although 
the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the 
wines, the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the field ſhall 
yield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, and 
there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls ;—yet will I rejoice in the 
Lord, my foul ſhall be glad in the Gad of my ſalvation. 
Thus alſo ſang the church even in her captivity, when 
her country was laid waſte, Jeruſalem raſed to the 
ground, and the temple burnt to aſhes, The Lox is my 
portion, ſaith my foul, therefore will I hope in Hu] 


IT. Iz all our 4?PROACHES TO, AND FELLOWSHIP WITH 
CHz18T, it is by FAITH in the account that God hath gi ben 
of him in his word, —Chrift's excellence, undertaking, 
and benefits, are the joy, and even the life of our ſouls, 
if we are true chriſtians. But what evidence have we 
of all or any of theſe? Yea, what evidence have we 
that there is or ever was ſuch a perſon as Jeſus Chritt ? 
or if there was, that he was the Mefliah, the Son of 


God? We neither ſaw him live, nor die, riſe again, 


nor aſcend to heaven. We never ſaw the miracles he 
wrought, nor heard the voice from the excellent glory 
ſaying, This is my beloved ſon, hear him.“ We ſpeak 
of his perſonal excellencies, divine and human, of his 
love, zeal, righteouſneſs, meekneſs, patience, &c. but 
what know we of them? We rejoice in his being con- 
ſtituted our ſurety to obey the law, and endure the 
curſe in our ſtead ; but how know we that fo indeed it 


is? We glory in the imputation of his righteouſneſs, 


and exult in the hope of being found in him, and being 
for ever with him, faultleſs before his throne to ſerve 
him day and night in his temple ; but on what do we 
rely for all this? If our expectations are but juſt, truly 
they are noble; but if groundleſs, extravagant. Are 
they then well founded? Yes, THE TESTIMONY OP 
God is the rock whereon they reſt. He has told us by 
the mouth of his ſervants, the inſpired writers, all that 
is neceſſary for us to know of the character, conduct, 
and errand of his Son; of every office he ſuſtained, and 

every 
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end for which he came into the world. To all this 


he has added, that wwhoſcever believeth on him ſhall not 


periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ So they preached, and 
ſo we have believed. We have, through grace, ventured 
our everlaſting 4L L in his hands, nor is it in the hands 
of we know not who: we know whom we have truſted, 
and that he is able to keep that which we have committed to 
him againſt that day. For though none of theſe things 
are. viſible to our mortal eyes, yet having evidence that 
God hath ſaid them, we are ſatisfied. We would as 
ſoon truſt God's word as our own eyes. Thus we walk 
like Moſes, as ſeeing him who is invifible, and thus an- 
ſwer to that deſcription, whom having vor SEEN ye love, 
in whom, though now ye ſee him not, yet BELIEVING, ye 
rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. 


In all our applications to Chriſt, we have to rely 
merely upon the teſtimony of God. Here is a poor 
ſelf- condemned ſinner comes preſſing through the crowd 


of diſcouraging apprehenſions, that he may touch the 


hem of the redeemer's garment, ſo to ſpeak, and be 


made whole. As he approaches, one ſet of thoughts 


ſuggeſt, how can ſo you a ſinner hope for mercy? Is 
it not doubtful whethe 


r there be efficacy enough in the 
blood of Chriſt itſelf to pardon ſuch heinous crimes ? 
* I know my crimes are heinous beyond expreſſion, 
replies the burdened ſoul, and I ſhould doubtleſs give 
up my caſe as deſperate, but that I have heard of hi 


that he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all them that come 


unte God by him. F I will go therefore, who can tell!“ 
As he goes, other objections aſſail him, queſtioning 
whether Chriſt can find in his heart to accept of ſuch 
an one? I ſhould think not indeed, rejoins the poor 
man, but he hath faid, Him THAT coMETH ux ro 


ME I WILL IN NO WISE CAST O0UT—]I know, were I 


to conſult nothing but my feelings, and only to fix my 
eyes on the enormity of my fin, I ſhould utterly deſpair ; 
but encouraged by AIs woRD I will go forward—1 will 
walk by faith, not by ſight—O, I hear him ſay, Come 
unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden—and ye 


ſhall 


* John ui. 16. 1 2 Tim. i. 12. J 1 Pet. i. 8. Y Heb. vii. 25, | 
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fall find reft unto your fouls ! This, this is what I want! 
D from me all ye that vex my ſoul, I will go in 
the ſtrength of the Lord God!” 


III. V. have to civE UP MANY PRESENT ENFOYMENTS 


for Chrift®s ſake, wherein we have no VISIBLE proſpett of 


recompence, none of any kind but <what ariſes from THE 
PROMISE OF Gop.——Self-denial is one of the initial 
laws of Chriſt's kingdom. Far from enticing people 
into his ſervice by promiſes of wealth, eaſe and honour, 
he ſet out with this public declaration, Whoſcever 
S take uþ his croſs and 

who would enter upon theſe terms ? 
Who would give up houſes, lands, friends, and reputa- 
tion, and expoſe himſelf to hardſhips, perſecution, and 
death, for nothing? Yet many followed him, and that 


to the day of their death; yea, and upon theſe very 


terms too, they LEFT ALL, AND FOLLOWED HIM. 
What then induced them? Did not they ac irrationally ? 


Prophets, apoſtles, and martyrs ! what mean ye? Have 


ye no regard for yourſelves? What! are you deſtitute 
of the feelings of men? No ſuch thing—we have - 
reſbect unto the recompence of reward.” Reward !/—what 
can that be ?—nothing ſurely below the fun, unleſs it 


were every thing the reverſe of what is agreeable to 


human nature! True, but our Lord has declared, 
whoſeever ſhall forſake houſes, or brethren, or ſiſters, or 


| father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 


name /ake, ſhall receive an hundred fold, and inherit ever- 


 lafting life.“ We rely upon this, and this ſupports us.“ 


God's friends, in all ages, have forſaken ſenſible for 


' inviſible enjoyments. Encouraged by conſiderations 


like theſe, Ruth forſook her father and her mother, and 
the land of her nativity, and came to a people whom 
ſhe knew not. It was this that determined her to go 
forward when, as Naomi told her, there were no earthly 
proſpects before her. It was this made her reſolve not 
Orpah, but to caſt in her lot with the 
friends of the God of Iſrael. The Lord recompence thy 


work, 


| + Matt. xvi. 24. #* Matt. XIx. 29. 


mce thy 
works 


' thou art come to truſt ! + 


Suffer afflicti 


TE + 


work, ſaid Boax to her afterwards, and a full reward be 
given thee of the Lord God of Iſrael, _— wings 


The ſame things influenced Mo/es, it ſeems to refuſe 
a crown. It has been thought that in virtue of his 
adoption he might have been king of Egypt; but that 
throne not only like other thrones expoſed him that fat 
thereon to numberleſs ſnares, but probably was inac- 
ceſſible to any but who would continue the ſyſtem of 
idolatry and opprefſion. In that caſe for Moſes to 
have been king of Egypt muſt have been to have 
facrificed a good conſcience, deſpiſed a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away, and united in perſecuting his own, 
and the Lord's people. Moſes ſeems fully to have 
weighed this matter. The reſult was, he refuſed to be 
called the ſon , Pharaoh's daughter, chuſing rather 10 
ion with the people of God than to . ** 
8 of fin for a ſeaſon ; eſteeming even the reproach 

greater riches than the treaſures in Egypt. 

— therefore, leaves the life of a js 7 — A 
himſelf the friend of the poor deſpiſed captives—and 
dares to retire into Midian to live the life of an obſcure 
ſhepherd. I ſay he dared to retire, for it required a 
greater degree of fortitude thus to deny himſelf, than 
to ſtand in the front of the hotteſt battle. But by fairh 
he forſook Egypt, and went and lived a ſtranger in a 
ſtrange land, 4 he endured as ſeeing him who is inviſible 
—yes, he had ręſpect unto the recompence of reward.“ 


In ſhort, through this the holy tribes of martyrs in 
all ages loved not their lives unto death. By faith in 
inviſible realities, as the apoſtle to the Hebrews largely 
proves, they bore all manner of cruelties, not accepting 
deliverance itſelf upon diſhonourable conditions; ſur- 
fered all kinds of deaths with unremitting fortitude, 
and in ſome ſort like their glorious leader; by phe 


over principalities and powers when they fell. 


Indeed every man in the world may be aid to walk 


either by faith or by ſight. There is not only a giving 


C 


up 
+ Ruth ii. 11, 12. of Heb. xi, 2427. 
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up ſenſible for inviſible enjoyments by afzally parting 
evith them, but by not fetting our hearts upon them as our 
chief good. This may be done where there is no call 
actually to give them up, and is done by all real chriſtians 
in the world. Men whoſe chief good conſiſts in the 
profits, pleaſures, or honours of this life, live by gt : 
they derive their life from objects before their eyes, 
having neither patience nor inclination to wait for a 
portion in the world to come. But good men, as well 
the rich as the poor, derive their life from above, and 
ſo live by faith; their /fe is hid with Chrift in God. 


Perhaps here, as much as any where, is requirtd the 
peculiar exerciſe of faith. For one actually diveſted of 
earthly to look upward, and ſet his heart on things 
above, is faith ; but for one ſtill poſſeſſed of this, one 
on whom providence ſmiles, proſpering him in all he ſets 
his hand to, bleſſing him with wife and children, houſes 

and lands in abundance, for him to exerciſe ſuch a 
degree of indifference to all theſe, as to derive his 
chief happineſs from inviſible realities, this is faith 
indeed! This ſeems to have been exemplified in 
Abraham, and others of the patriarchs. Of him it is 
faid, by faith he ſojourned in the land of promiſe, as in a 
ftrange country. How is this? We don't wonder when 
he and Sarah went into Egypt on account of a famine, 
that he ſhould conſider himſelf a /ojourner there ;t but 
how is it that he ſhould do ſo in Canaan, the land of 
promiſe, his own eſtate as it were? The next verſe 
informs us—for he looked for a city which hath foundations, 
whoſe builder. and maker is God.—So Jacob, when before 
Pharaoh, called his whole life a pilgrimage, d though 
the far greater part of it was ſpent in the land of 
promiſe ; and they that ſay ſuch things, adds the apoſtle, 
declare plainly that they ſeek a country. Though God had 
given them the good land, they would not make it their 
chief good. They could not be contented with this 
Canaan, but longed for another. Noble fouls: bid 
them lift up their eyes eaſtward, and weſtward, and 

| e 8 northward 
* Col. iii. 3. 1 Heb. xi. 9, 10, 13, 14, 16. 1 Gen. Xii. 11. 
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northwitd, and ſouthward, and tell them all they can 
ſee is their on; ſtill they will not live by ſight, but by 
faith—rhey will defire a better country, that is, an beavenly 


IV. There are many low and diftreſſing ſeaſons to which 
the CHURCH or Gop is ſubject, in which there is little or u 
V1IS1BLE ground of encouragement, ſcarcely any but what 
ariſes from THE PROMISE OF GoD. The whole church 
of God, as well as individuals, has in all ages, had its 
day of adverſity ſet over againſt the day of proſperity. 
Iſrael, after their deliverance from Egypt, and ſettle- 
ment in Canaan, enjoyed | your | much proſperity, 
eſpecially in the days of David and Solomon. But by 
a ſeries of provocations after that, they procured to 
themſelves the Babyloniſh captivity. At that melancholy 

riod, thoſe amongſt them that feared the Lord mutt 

ſuppoſed to be all in darkneſs. Jeruſalem laid walte 
—the temple burnt with fire Judah carried captive— 
ah, what becomes of God's intereſt in the world! The 
foundations of his viſible kingdom ſeemed to be laid in 
the holy mountains round about Jeruſalem ; if theſe are 
deſtroyed, what can the righteous do? They had long 
ſighed and cried for the idolatrous abominations of 
their countrymen, and prayed, and hoped that mercy 
might be lengthened out; but now all ſeems over. 
For their idolatry, they muſt go and have enough of 
idolaters! They that feared the Lord muſt alſo go with 
them. By the rivers of Babylon they muſt go and fit 
down. Thoſe that had been uſed to ſound the high 
praiſes of God in Zion, muſt now hang their harps 
upon the willows, as having no uſe for them! Nor is 
this the worſt; they muſt be taunted, and their Goo 
derided by their inſulting Lords. Come, fay they, 
ſing us one of the ſongs of Zion, —as if they had faid, 
© Now ſee what your religion has availed you! This 
was your favourite employ, and theſe the ſongs: where - 
with you addreſſed your deity, in whom you confided to 
deliver you out of our hands—what think you now? 
Poor Zion! She ſpreadeth forth her hands, but there is 

- C 2 


none 
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none to comfort her. The Lord hath commanded, that her 
adverſaries ſhould be round about her—her captive ſons can 
only remember Jeruſalem, and weep! Alas, how can 
they fing the Lord's ſong in a ftrange land“ | 


But is there no help from above? is there no phy- 


fician there? Yes, the God whom Babel derides, but 
Judah adores, looks down, and ſees their affliction. 
To his diſheartened friends in this ſituation, he addreſſes 
himſelf, ſaying, Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the woice of his ſervant, that walketh in 
darkneſs, and hath no light ? let him truſt in the name of, the 
Lord, and ftay upon his God, —as if he ſhould ſay; © For 
a ſeaſon you muſt walk by faith, and not by ſight ; but 
truſt me, that ſeaſon ſhall ſoon be over. Seventy 
years, and Babylon ſhall fall, and Judah return!” By 
theſe declarations, the church was encouraged in her 
captivity, and furniſhed with an anſwer to her inſulting 
toes :—yea, and what is wonderful, breaks forth into 
one of the Lord's ſongs in a ſtrange land! (Hearken, 
O Babel, to on: of the ſongs of Zion!) Rejoice not againſt 
me, O mine enemy, when I fall I ſhall ariſe ; when I fit in 


darkneſs the Lord will be a light unto me! I will bear the. 


indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned againſt him, 
until he plead my cauſe, and execute judgment for me : he 
avill bring me ferth to the light, and I ſhall behold his 
righteouſneſe. Then ſpe that is mine enemy ſhall ſee it, and 
ſhame ſhall cover her that ſaid unto me, where is the Lord 
ihy Co? | 


This is encouraging to us as churches, and as miniſters. 
We have, in many caſes, to walk in darkneſs, and have 
no light, and to go on in our miniſtrations in a great 
degree like the prophet Iſaiah, lamenting that fo few 
have believed our report, ſo few to whom the arm of 
the Lord has been revealed. When death removes 
worthy characters, we muſt ſometimes live and lament 
to ſee their places unoccupied by others of the like 


character: and what is worſe, inſtead of increaſe by 


Chriſt's conqueſts, we muſt ſometimes live to ſee a 


5 decreaſe 
5 If. I. 10. + Mic. vii. 8, 9, 10. 
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decreaſe by the conqueſts of the evil one! Many a 
faithful miniſter has had to preach year after year, till 
either by public ſcandals, or private diſguſts, many of 
his people have gone off, and walked no more, with 
him. But let him then remember the teſtimony of 
God, Him that honoureth me will I honour 4* —|et him go 
on, and faithfully diſcharge his duty, whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear—let him, and thoſe 
that are with him, walk by faith, and not by ſight. It 
often proves, that after ſuch a night of weeping, comes a 
morning of rejoicing. Let us not be diſcouraged ;, 
better breath than our's has been ſpent apparently, in 
vain, Our Lord himſelf ſeemed to labour in vain, 
and to ſpend his ſtrength for nought ; but he com- 
forted himſelf in this, (herein leaving us an example) 
Though Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall I be glorious in the 
eyes of the Lord, and my God ſhall be my ſtrength. 

This may encourage and direct us in larger concerns; 
concerns which reſpect the whole intereft of Chrif in the 
world. If we compare the preſent ſtare of things, or 
even the paſt, with the glorious prophecies in the word 
of God; ſurely we cannot think, that all is yet accom- 
pliſhed. By theſe prophecies, the chriſtian church is 
encouraged to look for great things at ſome period or 
other of her exiſtence. She is taught to look for a 
time when the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea—when a nation 
Hall be born at once—when the kingdoms of this world 
Hall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt 
—and he Hall reign from ſea to ſea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth.t But ſurely for the 
preſent, though great things upon the whole have been 
done in the world, yet nothing like this has ever come 
to paſs. Inſtead of the world being conquered, what 
a great part yet continues to ſtand it out againſt him. 
Heatheniſm, Mahometaniſm, Popery, and [nfidelity, 
how extenſive ſtill their influence! In all probability, 
not a ſingle country, city, town, village, or congre- 
gation, has ever yet been brought wholly to ſubmir tv 

A C3 Chriſt! 
* 1 Sam. ii. 30 + If. xlix. 5. 
T If. xi. 9. Ixvi. 83. Rev. xi. 13. Pl. Ixxii. 8. 


Built on faith in God's teſtimony. 
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Chriſt! Nay, is it not very rare for him to find in any 
one ſo many real friends as to make even a majority in his 
favour? May not the chriſtian church, then, for the 
preſent, adopt that language, Ve have been with child, 
we ha ve as it were bonne / gw wind, wve have not wrought 
any deliverance in the earth, neither have the inhabitants 

the world fallen? What then? ſhall we deſpair? 
God forbid! The viſion is yet for an appointed time, 
at the end it ſhall ſpeak, and not lie, though it tarry 
wait for it, it will _ come, it will not tarry—and 

ean while, the juft ſhall live by faith. , 


Let us take encouragement in the preſent day o 
ſmall things by looking forward, and hoping for better 
days. Let this be attended with earneſt and united 
prayer to him by whom Jacob muſt ariſe. A life of 
faith will ever be a life of prayer. O brethren, let us 
pray hard for an outpouring of God's Spirit upon 
our miniſters and churches, and not upon thoſe only of 
our own connexion and denomination, but upon all that 


every place call upon the name of Teſus Chriſt our Lord, 


in 
Both their's and our 44 


V. Our hope of a BETTER STATE WHEN THIS IS OVER is 


We have no fort of 
evidence but this that any ſuch ſtate exiſts. We cannot 


fee any thing of the kind, or aught from which we can 


infer it. We cannot learn it from any of our ſenſes. 
Reaſon itfelf could never have found it out. Reaſon 
might have taught us the idea of a future fate, but 
not of a future ſtate of bs. Though much might be 
argued from the fitneſs of things, to prove that man is 
not made barely for the preſent life, yet nothing could 
be drawn from thence to prove that rebels againſt the 
ſupreme being ſhould live in a ftate of eternal felicity : 
—No, for this we are wholly indebted to the word of the 
promiſe. Hence faith is ſaid to be the $UBsTA4NCE, 


GROUND, or FOUNDATION of things . for.t Affording 


us not only a firm perſuaſion of their reality, but a 
kind of pre/ent poſſeſſion of them. Influenced by this we 


become 
* II. xxvi. 8. + Hab. ii. 3, 4. 1 Heb. xi. 1. 
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become dead to the preſent world, and ſo in a fort over- 
come it, and at length it down with Chrift in his thron:, 
as he alſo hath overcome, and is ſet down with his Father 
ix his tbrone. | 


We will now, in the ſecond place, add a few words. 
on the importance of ſuch a life. If, all things 
conſidered, it would have been beſt for us to have 
always ſeen our way before us, to have been guided, 
ſo to ſpeak, with our own eyes, and not to have in- 
plicitly followed the directions of God, no doubt fo it 
would have been. 3 ow, RY _— once 
ſaw the beginning and e things, ju other- 

th the þ Dabe, he formed 
the reſolution, the zuft ball live by faith. It may be 
impoſſible for us, in the preſent ſtate, to find out all 
the reaſons for this reſolution, but two or three ſeem to 


preſent themſelves to view. De 


1. Such a life brings great glory t God. Confidence 
is univerſally a medium of honour. To confide in a 
fellow-creature, puts honour upon him in the account 
of others, and affords a pleaſure to himſelf ; eſpecially 
if he be a wiſe and upright character, as it gives him 
an opportunity of proving his wiſdom and fidelity. 
Though the great God cannot be made more honour- 
able than he is by any thing than we can do, yet his 
honour may by this be made more apparent, We 
honour him ſo far as we form juſt conceptions of him 


min our own minds, and act ſo as to give juſt repreſen- 


tations of him to others. God is graciouſly pleaſed 
to declare that he takes pleaſure in thoſe that hope in his 
mercy—and why? ſurely, amongſt other things, for that 


it gives him occaſion to diſplay the glory of his grace. 


And as he takes pleaſure in thoſe that hope in his 
mercy, and rely upon it; ſo he takes pleaſure in 
ordering things ſo that we may be put to the trial 
whether we will rely on him or not. It was this 
induced him to lead Iſrael through the wilderneſs, rather 


than by the ready road to Canaan. He knew they 


WO 
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would be i» fa# dependent upon him, let them be 
where they would; but they would not be /erfible of 
that dependence, nor have ſo much opportunity of 
entirely truſting him in any way as this, and fo it 
would not be ſo much for the glory of his great name. 
He therefore would lead a whole nation, with all their 
little ones, into an inhoſpitable defart, where was 
ſcarcely a morſel of meat to eat, and in many places 
not a drop of water to drink—a land of deſarts and 


of pits, of ſcorpions, and fiery flying ſerpents—here,. 


if any where, ey be ſenſibly dependent on God. 
They muſt be and preſerved immediately from 
heaven itſelf, and that by miracle, or all periſh in a 
few days! Here God muſt appear to be what he was— 
here rey and truth muſt appear to go with them 
indeed ! 


What an opportunity had they afforded them to 
have walked thoſe forty years by faith, what grounds 
for an entire confidence were afforded them ; but alas, 


their faithleſs hearts perverted their way, and in the 


end proved their ruin! Ten times they tempted God 
in the deſart, till at length he ſware concerning that 
generation, that for their unbelief they ſhould die in 
the wilderneſs, and never enter his reſt. Few, if any, 
beſides Joſbua and Caleb, would dare to truſt him, 
notwithſtanding all his wonders, and all his mercies ! 
They, however, for their part, took hold of his ſtrength, 


and thought themſelves able, having Gop on their fide, 
to encounter any thing! Their ſpirit was to walk by 


faith and not by ſight, and herein it is eaſy to ſee how 
they glorified God. 


O brethren! let THE OLORY or Gop lie near our 
hearts ! Let it be dearer tq us than our deareſt delights ! 
Herein conſiſts the criterion of true love to him. Let 
us, after the noble example of Foun and Caleb, 
FOLLOW THE LoRD FULLY.* Let us approve 
of every thing that tends to glorify him. Let us be 
reconciled to his conduct, who /uffereth us to hunger that 


WWE 


* Numb. xiv. 24. 
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we may know that man lives not by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. If 
he bring us into hard and difficult ſituations, ſituations 
to an eye of ſenſe impoſſible to endure, remember it is 
that he may give us an opportunity of glorifying him, 
by truſting him in the dark. The more difficuit the 
trial, the more glory to him that bears us through, 
and the greater opportunity is afforded us for proving 
that we can indeed truſt him with all our concerns; 
that we can truſt him when we cannot ſee what he is 
about. 


Thoſe very much diſhonour God who profeſs to truſt 
him for another world, but in the common difficulties 
of this are perpetually murmuring, peeviſh, and diſ- 
truſtful. How different was it with Abrabam in offering 
up his ſon Iſaac. What, offer up Iſaac! his ſon, his 
only ſon of promiſe! Is not the Meſſiah to ſpring out 
of his loins? What will become of all the nations of 
the earth who are to be Sie in him ?—How natural 
and excuſable might ſuch queſtions have ſeemed ; much 
more ſo than moſt of our objections to the divine con- 
duct. Senſe, in this caſe, had it been conſulted, muſt 
have entered a thouſand proteſts. But the father of the 


faithful conſulted not with fleſh and blood, not doubting 


but God knew what he was about, if he did not.— 
(O that we may prove ourſelves the children of faithful 
Abraham.) Againſt hope, in appearance, he believed in 
hope of divine all- ſufficiency, fully perſuaded that what 
God had promiſed he was able to perform—he ſtretched 
his obedient arm, nor had he recalled it had not heaven 


8 was ftrong in faith, GIVING GLORY ro 
OD. 


2. It is productive of great good to us.—The glory of 
God, and the good of thoſe that love him (thanks be 
to his name!) always go together. It is equally to 
their benefit as to his honour, for inſtance, to lie low 
before him, and to feel their entire dependance upon him. 
It is effential to the real happineſs of an intelligent 


Creature 


+ Deut. viii. 3. 
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creature to be in its proper place, and to take a com- 
placency in being ſo. But nothing tends more to cul- 
tivate theſe diſpoſitions than God's determining that 
we at preſent ſhould walk by faith, and not by ſight. 
Faith, in the whole of it, tends more than a little to 


abaſe the fallen creature; and to walk by faith, which 


is as much as to acknowledge that we are blind, and 
muſt ſee with the eyes of another, is very humbling. 
The objects of our deſire being frequently for a time 
with-held, and we, during thoſe times, reduced to ſuch 
ſituations wherein we can ge no help, and fo obliged to 
repoſe our truſt in God, contributes more than a4little 
to make us feel our dependance upon him. Agur ſaw 


that a conſtant fulneſs of this world was unfriendly to 
a ſpirit of entire dependance upon God, therefore he 
prayed Give me not riches—leſt I be full and deny thee.* | 


Whatever tends to humble and try us, tends to do us good 
in the latter end. + 


Great and wonderful is the conſolation that ſuch a 


walk affords. In all the viciſſitudes of life, or horrors - 
of death, nothing can chear and fortify the mind like 


this. By faith in an unſeen world we can endure 1n- 
juries without revenge, affliftion without fainting, and 
lofles without deſpair. Let the nations of the earth 
daſh, like potſherds, one againſt another; yea, let 
nature itſelf approach towards its final diffolution ; let 
her groan, as being ready to expire, and fink into her 
primitive nothing ; ſtill the behever lives! His all 1s 
not on board that veſſel! His chief inheritance lies in 
another ſoil ! i 


© His hand the good man faſtens on the ſkies, 
And bids earth roll, nor feels her idle whirl !? 


3. It will make viſion the feweeter—lIt affords a great 
pleaſure when we make a venture of any kind, to find 
ourſelves at laſt not diſappointed. If a conſiderate man 
embark his all on board a veſſel, and himſelf with it, he 
may have a thouſand fears ere he reaches the end of his 
voyage; but ſhould he, after numberleſs dangers, ſafely 

arrives, 


Prov. xxx. 9. + Deut. viii. 16. 
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arrive, and find it not only anſwer, but far exceed his 
expectations, his joy will be then far greater than if he 
had run no hazard at all. What he has gained will 
ſeem much ſweeter than if it had fallen to him in a 
way that had coſt him nothing. Thus believers ven- 
ture their all in the hands of Chriſt, perſuaded that he 
is able to keep that which they have committed to him 
againſt that day. To find at laſt that they have not 
confided in him in vain, yea, that their expectations 
are not only anſwered, but infinitely outdone, will 
ſurely enhance the-bliſs of heaven. The remembrance 
of our dangers, fears, and ſorrows, will enable us to 
enjoy the heavenly ſtate, with a degree of happineſs 
impoſſible to have been felt if thoſe dangers, fears, and 
ſorrows had never exiſted. 


My hearers! We all of us either live by faith or by 
ſight ; either upon things heavenly or things earthly. 
If upon the former, let us go forward; on the word of 
a God, everlaſting glory is before us! But if upon 
the latter, alas, our ſtore will be ſoon exhauſted ! All 
theſe dear delights are but the brood of time, a brood 
that will ſoon take to themſelves wings, and with her 
that cheriſhed them, fly away: Oh, my hearers ! is it 
not common for many of you to ſuppoſe that they who 
live by faith in the enjoyments of a world to come, live 
upon mere imaginations ?. But are ye not miſtaken ? 
"Tis your enjoyments, and not their's, that are ima- 

inary. Pleaſures, profits, honours, what are they? 

he whole form only a kind of de world, a fort of 
ſplendid few, like that in a dream, which when you 
awake is all gone! At moſt *tis but a faf:on, and a 
faſhion that paſſeth away.“ To graſp it is to graſp a 
ſhadow, and to feed upon it is to feed upon the wind. 
O that you may turn away your eyes from beholding 
theſe vanities, and look to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


the ſubſtantial realities beyond the grave, for your 
never- failing portion | 


But if not, if you {till prefer this world with its en- 
joyments, 


® 1 Cor. vii. 31. 


L 


us, whenever called, freely deny ourſelves for his ſake, 
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joyments, to thoſe which are heavenly, how juſt will it 
be for the Lord Jeſus to ſay to you at the laſt great day, 


© Depart ! - Depart, ye have had your reward! Ye have 
had your choice, what would you have? You never 


choſe me for your portion—you in effect faid of me | 


and my intereſt, we will have no part in David, nor? 
inheritance in the ſon of Jeſſe; ſee to thyſelf, David.“ 
ah, now, ſee to thyſelf, finner ! < 


Chriſtians —miniſters—brethren—all of us! let us! 
realize the ſubject. Let us pray, and preach, and hear, 
and do every thing we do with eternity in view! Let? 
us deal much with Chriſt and inviſible .realities. Let 


and truſt him to make up the foſs. Let us not faint 
under preſent difficulties, but conſider them as oppor- 
tunities afforded us to glorify God. Let us be aſhamed? 
that we derive our happineſs ſo much from things be- 
low, and fo little from things above. In one word, 
let us fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on 
eternal life . 


* 
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Upon a motion being made at the aſſociation at 

Nottingham, June 3, 1784, for meetings of prayer, 
for the revival of religion, and the extending of 
Chriſt's kingdom in the world, it was agreed, that 
in all our churches we would at leaſt ſet apart an 
hour on the firſt Monday evening in every calendar 
month, to meet together in our reſpective places, as 
propoſed at the end of the Circular Letter. It has 
ſince been thought deſirable by ſome of the miniſters, 
that ſomething ſhould be publiſhed by way of per- 
ſuaſion, to excite us to real earneſtneſs in this im- 

nt buſineſs. At their requeſt the following 
thoughts are ſubmitted to conſideration.“ 


PERSUASIVES 


TO A 


General UNION inextraordinary PRAYER, 
REVIVAL and EXTENT 


O F 


REAL RELIGION. 


Addreſſed to the churches in the Leiceferſbire and 
Northamptonſhire aſſociation, and to any others who 
love and long for the coming of Chriſt's bleſſed 


kingdom, and whoſe hearts may be inclined to unite 
in ſeeking its welfare. Ia 


Chriſtian brethren ! 


HE buſineſs, for the promotion of which theſe 

few hints are with all due reſpect recommended 

to your candid attention, is ſuch, that we are perſuaded 
BO ep you 

* Theſe prayer-meetings have been kept up in our churches now 


for nearly ſeven years, during which period ſeveral other churches of 
different denominations bave united in obſery ing them. Brother 
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| you will chearfully unite in it. Indeed it would be 
'F unfriendly in us to ſuſpect your readineſs to fo good a 
1 work. Nevertheleſs, confidering the backwardneſs and 
| | inattention common to us all in this world, you will 
| 

| 

| 


not think it ſuperfluous in this caſe to urge a few 
motives, if it might be to ſtimulate us to wreſtle hard 
with God. We wiſh you then, and ourſelves with you, 
ſeriouſly to attend to the following conſiderations. 


it I. Conſider Chriſt's readineſs to hear and anſwer prayer, 
| eſpecially on theſe ſubjets. We are greatly miſtaken if 
we imagine our Lord Jeſus takes no pleaſure in his own 
1 work, but is loath to proſper it, only that he is per- 
6 ſuaded by us, or does it to oblige us. He takes 
1 infinitely more pleaſure in it than we do; and when he 
|: does it in anſwer to our prayers, it is that we may be 
| encouraged, and that his favours may be thanktully 
1 received. Chriſt takes care to let us know how ready 
1 he is to hear prayer, eſpecially in behalf of his own 


1. cauſe, in that he direXs us to pray for theſe bleſſings; 
1 = he even commands us to pray for the coming of his 
1 ingdom before we aſk for our daily Bread; — and to 


15 feek firſt THE Kinepom Or Gop, and his righteouſneſs, 
4 promiſing that all other things Hall be added unto us. 


= 


i Indeed it may well be ſuppoſed that Chriſt's heart is 


in this work, for he laid down his life as a ground:where- - 


4 on to rear the ſtructure. The foundation of this glorious 
0 | kingdom was laid in blood, not like too many earthly 
9 Ekingdoms, in the blood of the conquered, but of the 
ll | conqueror. Yes, he died that he might live and /e a 
| numerous /eed of converts; and might prolong his days, 
Wie or lengthen out his holy and happy kingdom. When 


he aſcended into heaven, and took the government of 


* | carrying 
Wl! | ; Sutcliff, of Olney, has re-publiſhed Prefident EpwazDs's Humble 


Wl | Attempt to promote Union in Prayer for the Revival of Religion; in 


. order to excite a more general agreement in this needſul practice, 
7 that excellent pamphlet has been recommended by cur own and 
lj by the I eſtern Baptiſt Aſſociation. It is fold by Aſb, Little Tower- 
ſtreet; Button, Newington-Cauſeway ; and FVernor, in Birchin-lane. 
Price Nine-pence, * Matt. vi. 10, 33. | 


all worlds into his hands, it was with a view to the 
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carrying on of this blefſed cauſe. He became head 
over all things, but it was to the church, that he might 
cauſe every thing to ſubſerve her welfare. 


And now having thus died to lay the foundation of 
his kingdom, and thus long preſided over all the king- 
doms of the world to ripen things for it, it would be 
very ſtrange indeed if he were indifferent about it! 
So far from that, nothing ſeems to lie ſo near his heart. 
He is pleafed to look upon the converſion of finners as 
rezvard enough for all his ſorrows, as ſufficient to make 
him forget all his trials! As a woman, as ſoon as ſhe 
is delivered from travail, remembers no more the anguiſh 
for joy that a man child is born into the world, fo it is 
ſaid he Hall ſee of the travail of his foul, and ſhall be 
_ $84T18F#itp! Yes, chriſtians, ſo far is he from bein 
reluctant to grant us theſe requeſts, that he is pleaſed 
in theſe matters not only to command us to aſe, but to 
repreſent himſelf as waiting to be gracious, yea as being 
at our command, as ready to beſtow theſe mercies when- 
ever we ſhall earneſtly pray for them. Thus /aith the 
Lord, the Holy ane of ljrael,—aſe me of things to come 
concerning my ſons; and concerning the work of my hands 
command ye me! See how intent he is upon what 
concerns his /oxs, and the avort of his hands. O let us 
not be backward on our part—lf this will /atisfy him, 
let him be ſatisfied! If he is thus ready to hear; let 
us not be backward to aſk ! | 


TI. Conſider achat the Lord has dane in times paſt, and 
that in anſwer to prayer. When Iſrael, who was God's 
church at that time, was in Egypt, and things looked 
very dark indeed, they cried, and the Lord heard their 
cry, and came down to deliver them. Their deliverance 
was the extending of Chriſt's kingdom, and God over- 
threw Pharoah and all his hoſt for ſetting themſelves 
againſt it. The church in after ages, when in her low 
eſtate at Babylon, is repreſented as making uſe of this 
as a plea with God. Thus they cry to him, Azwate, 
awake, put on flrength, O arm of the Lord—awake as in 
ancient days, in the generations of old——art thou not it that 
C 2 hath 
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Bath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon? Art thon not 


# which hath dried the ſea, the waters of the great deep, 
and hath made the depth of the ſea a way for the ranſomed 


to paſs ot? And was their prayer anſwered? Yes, 


the Lord preſently replied—* I am the Lord thy God that 
divided the ſea, whoſe wares roared, THE LORD OF HOSTS 
is his name! — Vea, as a kind of echo to their requeſt, 
© Awake, awake, ſtand up O Jeruſalem which haſt drunk 
at the hand of the Lord the cup of his fury——T hus ſaith 
thy Lord Jh, and thy God that pleadeth the cauſe of 

his people, behold I have taken out of thine hand the cup of | 
trembling, the dregs of the cup of my fury, and thou ſhalt © | 
no more drink it again. See Iſa. Ii. 9, 17, 22. 


While Judah groaned beneath Babes yoke, Daniel 
ſet his face three times a day towards Jeruſalem ; at 
length his prayers and ſupplications are heard, and an 
angel is ſent to comfort him, yea and to inform him that 
at the beginning of his ſupplications the commandment 
in favour of Judah came forth. And now God's - 
conduct towards Pharoah and his hoſt ſhall be acted 
over again towards Belſhazzar and his. Yes, he not 
only gave Egypt and Ethiopia, but Babylon for their 

anſom. 


The church of God was reduced exceedingly low juſt 


before the coming of Chriſt, but what was the conduct 


of thoſe few that were on God's fide? Some of them 
are diſtinguiſned by the character of thoſe who r00xzD 
FOR redemption in Feruſalem, and others are ſaid to have 
continued in prayers night and day. At length, through 
the the tender mercy of God, their prayers were | 
anſwered, and the day ſpring on high viſited them“ 


Juſt before that great out-pouring of the Spirit on 
the day of Pentecoſt, the church was in a low and 
diſconſolate condition, having loft Chriſt's perſonal 
preſence: however, they united with one accord in 
ardent prayer, in an upper room, to the number of 
about an hundred and twenty. Preſently, and their 


light brake forth as the moraing—a little one becomes 
| 4 
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Out of about 730 millions who are ſuppo 
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a thoufand, and a ſmall one a ſtrong nation. Thou- 
ſands are converted by a ſingle ſermon, and ſatan falls 
before the goſpel of Chriſt like lightning from heaven. 
Might we not make the ſame uſe of theſe glorious 
works of God, with ſome others in that day, as Judah 
did in Babylon of what God had done for them in 
Egypt? Might we not plead now with Chriſt, © &vake, 
awake, put on ſtrength, O arm of the Lord! awake, 
as in the ancient days! art thou not it that didſt cut the 
foe when hanging on the croſs, that didſt wound his 
intereſt in the day of pentecoſt? And may we not 
plead that as God deſtroyed Babylon and delivered his 
church, ſo he would deſtroy the power and principles of 
myſtical Babylon? He preſerved a people, namely, the 
Waldenſes, who in the worſt of times bowed not the 
knee to the image of this idol, and when they were 
nearly exterminated by perſecution, raiſed up a ſet of 
men at the reformation who gave it a deadly wound, a 
wound which it has never recovered to this day. O let 
us pray to the Lord Jeſus that the work may be carrie4 
on—that antichri may be conſumed with the ſpirit of 
his mouth, and deſtroyed by the brightneſs of his 
coming !—that the kingdoms of this world may become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt, and that 
he may reign for ever and ever. 1 


III. Let the preſent religious ſtate of the world be 
confedered to this end. Chriſtianity has not yet made its 
way, even in name, over one-fifth of the world. 
ſed to inhabit 


our globe, not above 122 millions proteſs the chriſtian 


name; all the reſt are heathens, jews, or mahometans ; 


and of thoſe who do profeſs it, the far greater part are 
either of the apoſtate church of Rome, or of the Greet 
church, which is nearly as corrupt. Add to this, what 
great numbers of real heathens abound in the chriſtian 
lands, and unbelievers even in the congregations of the 
faithful. Surely it is high time for us to awake out of 
tleep, and to ſend our united cries to heaven in behalf 
of our tellow-creatures! 
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Of thoſe who are under heathen darkneſs, ſome are 
civilized, but others ſtill remain the moſt barbarous and 
uncultivated, killing, yea ſome of them, even eatin 
one another! Great numbers, we are ſorry to add, 
groan under the hand of tyranny and thraldom from 
nations who bear the chriſtian. name! O, let the 
iniquities practiſed in both the Indies rouſe us to pray 
for the univerſal ſpread of Chriit's Kingdom. Poor 
fouls, millions of them are doubly enflaved! They are 


enſlaved to European oppreſſion on the one hand, and | 


their own ſuperſtition on the other. O, let us pray for 
the time when Chriſt ſhall break the yoke of both; 
when oppreſſion ſhall ceaſe from the earth, and idolatry 


diſappear as the thick darkneſs before the riſing ſun! "MN 


The ſtate of religion in the chriftian world wears in 
ſome reſpects a melancholy, in others a hopeful aſpect; 
both concur to ſhew the neceſſity of prayer. Real 
vital holineſs, it is to be feared, has of late more than 


a little loſt ground. There has been ſome conſiderable 


work done for God within theſe laſt fifty years, par- 
ticularly in Britain, Holland, and America ; and it 1s to 
be hoped ſomething of this is ſtill going forward; vet 
of late years it ſeems much to have declined. We 
ſeem, in a great degree, to have loſt that ſpirit of 
earneſt prayer and unwearied diligence that accompanied 
thoſe out-pourings of God's Spirit. If the Spirit of 
God ſhould have been grieved, and fo have in a great 
degree departed from us, is it any wonder? While the 
doctrine of his bleſſed influence is ſo much abuſed on the 
one hand, by the mott criminal indulgences in carnality 
and ſloth ; and almoſt denied on the other, by many who 
have ſunk into ſuch a ſpirit, and ſuch views of things, 
as if they hardly thought there was an Holy Ghoſt, can. 
it be made a wonder if he return to his place, till we 


learn by woful experience our need of him? 'Theſe 


things look melancholy——O, let us pray that God 


would raiſe up amongſt us a ſet of men to preach his 


goſpel—men who ſhall be endued with an unction from 
the Holy Cne—men poſſeſſed of an hearty love to Chriſt 
and ſouls—in one word, men of God, Nor let us forget 

| to 
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to pray for thoſe that are already raiſed up, that they 
may be inſpired with additional ardour; and what. is 
more than all, that all our labours may be crowned 
with divine ſucceſs! . | 


Some things in a providential way, on the other hand, 
mult be ſaid to wear a * aſpect. Liberty of con- 
ſcience has obtained conſiderably of late in the German 
dominions, and is enjoyed in the fulleſt extent in the 
United States of North-America, which probably will 
in time become a very conſiderable Empire.“ This 
certainly affords great opportunity for the ſervants of God 
to labour after the converſion of ſouls. It is a kind of 
an open door to them. O, let us pray that all the friends 
of God, and eſpecially his miniſters, may have an heart 
to embrace theſe opportunities, and may be bleſſed in 
the uſe of all poſſible means for the propagation of the 
goſpel. 


IV. Confider what God has promiſed to do for his church 
in times to come. . For an abſolute impoſſibility we can 
have no hope, and for what God hath declared ſhall 
never come to paſs, we can have no warrant to pray; 
but when we pray for the ſpread of Chriſt's kingdom, 
our object is clogged with neither of theſe difficulties. 
On the contrary, it is accompanied with the ſtrongeſt 
aſfurances of ſucceſs. Let us not imagine that God 
has yet done all he intends to do for his church ; or 
that Chriſt has yet ſeen of the travail of his foul fo as 
to be /atisfied. Beſides the various promiſes referred to 
in the foregoing ſermon, the firſt fetting up of Chriſt's 
kingdom is compared to a /ittle fone, cut out of a moun- 
tain without hands, but which ſhould in time break in 
pieces all the reſt, and become a great mountain, and 
FILL THE WHOLE EARTH.F The king himſelf com- 
pared this his bleſſed Kingdom in its infancy to a grain of 
muſtard feed, the leatt of all ſeeds, but when grown is 
the greateſt of all herbs: implying, no doubt, that his 
Kingdom in its beginning was the moſt apparently weak 

and 
It might new be added, the fame principles obtain in Frazce, 
T Van. li. 35. 
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| and deſpicable of any kingdom ; but before it ſhould be 
finiſhed it ſhould be the greateſt, moſt glorious, and 
[|| extenſive of all the kingdoms that were ever ſet u 
| greater than that of Alexander himſelf, and more durable 
i than that of Rome. 1 In the ſame place he compares it 
| to a /ittle leaven which a woman put into three meaſures 

| of meal till zhe whole was leavened. Glorious thought! 
x Chriſt has been leavening the world for many an hundred 

| 


years, by the preaching of the goſpel; and yet, awful 
to think, what a great part of it continues unleavened 
to this day! But O, blefſed be God, it ſhall- not be 
given up till THE wHOLE Is LEAVENED! Forlorn as 
the ſtate of the heathen world is, our Lord Jeſus has 
aſked them for his inheritance, and he will have them, 
l even THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH for his 
bl poſſe/fron t O, blefſed period! when Jew and Gentile, 
the fair European and the ſun-burnt African, with men 
of every other deſcription, ſhall all unite to ſerve the 


U. | Lord. 


li Muſt it not be very reviving to ſee thoſe branches, that 
vl have been ſo long broken off the olive tree becauſe of 
* unbelief, grafted in again ?—to ſee them return, and 
with the bitter tears of reflection /zek the Lord their God, 
Av David THEIR KinG, and fear the Lord and his good- 
neſs in the latter days? J Yes, verily, the receiving of 
them back again ſhall be to the Gentiles ile fe from the 
dead! | Then ſhall they be reſtored to their own land, 
i and no more be expoſed to the hoſtile attacks of quarrel- 
* ſome neighbours as heretofore, but Jael ſhall be with 
mn Egypt and with AM ria a bleſſing in the midſt of the land; 
1  ewhom TFehovah God of Hoſts ſhall bleſs, ſaying, bleſſed be 
0 Egypt my people, and Myria the work of my hands, and 
Iſrael mine inheritance. Then theſe glorious things 
Spoken of the city of God, in the 87th pſalm, ſhall be 
accompliſhed. —We ſhall ſee Rahab and Babylon, Philiftia 
and Tyre, with Ethiopia, given to the church. Ethiopia 
all ftretch out her hands to God! O what encourage- 
ment is here to pray! How long theſe things will be 
| | we 
+ Matt. xiii. 31, 32, 33» 1 Pf. i. 8. & Ho. iii. 5. 
| Rom. xi. 15. © Iiai., xix. 23, 24. Pf, Ixvili. 31. 
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we know not; but this we know, we are nearer 


above teu thouſand four hundred years than the church 
was in Jaiab's time, and even then they that made men- 
tion of Fehowah were charged, ſaying, Keep not filence, 
and give him no reſt, till he make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the 
earth ! * 


V. If we have any regard to the welfare of our country- 
men, connexions, and friends, let that ſtimulate us in this 
work. Let us remember we have not only heathens, 
and Jews, and others abroad to pray for, but few of 
us are wholly unconnected with heathen neighbours, 
heathen relations, or ſtubborn and unbelieving children. 
Let theſe be borne in the arms of prayer before the 
Lord. Though they can claim no pity from God, yet 
they have a right to our's, becauſe we were in the ſame 
condition. Let our pity then be extended to thoſe who 
have none for themſelves, and our prayers aſcend for 
ſuch who as yet call not upon God's name. Though 
there be no reaſon why God ſhould fave our children, 
relations, or friends, before others, yet there is a reaſon 
why we ſhould ſeek their falvation before others, becauſe 
they are particularly put under our care, or ſtand in 
connexion with us. 


To neglect to carry our children to Chriſt for a 
bleſſing, from want of love, if ſuch a thing could be 
in a good man, would be more cruel than the oftrich in 
the wilderneſs! So were it poſſible for a chriſtian to be 
amongſt wicked neighbours, and wicked relations, and 
ſeeing he is ſafe himſelf, care nothing about them, 
ſurely he muſt be beſide himſelf! How unlike would 


this de to the ſpirit of his Lord and Saviour—he wept 


over thoſe who wept not for themſelves! O chriſtians, 
for your country's ſake, your neighbours ſake, your 
friends ſake, yea your enemies ſake, as well as for the 
honour of Chriſt, ſeek the welfare of Zion, and pray 
for the extending of his kingdom in the world ! : 


VI. Conſider, what is requeſted is ſo very ſmall. The 
Lord 
* Ifai. Ixii. 7. 
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Lord does not aſk us in this caſe for our filver or our 
gold, which if he did, it were but a trifle to give—He 
does not require us to facrifice our lives, families, or 
friends in ſupport of his cauſe, which if he did, it is 
no more than millions of the beſt men that ever the 
world ſaw, have complied with;—but he only ſays, 
© Give me thine heart! Seek the proſperity of his in- 
tereſt who died for yours! of that intereſt with which 
your own is ſo inſeparably united! Yea of that in- 
tereſt which is your own, for Chriſt and you have no 
ſeparate intereſts. . 


As to the times that are propoſed, nothing can be leſs 
burdenſome than once in a month but what did I ſay? 
burdenſome ; God forbid that any employment of this 
fort ſhould ever prove a burden! It is hoped it will be 
attended to as a privilege rather than merely as a duty. 
It is hoped that chriſtians will feel a pleaſure, and find 


a benefit in theſe meetings, that will induce them of 


their own accord to meet together more frequently than 
this propoſes, either on Lord's day mornings, or on 
any convenient opportunities, for the ſame mot de- 
ſirable purpoſes. | 


VII, and laſtly. It will not be in vain, whatever be 
the immediate and apparent iſſue of it. Could we but 
heartily unite to make a real earneſt effort, there is 
great reaſon to hope great good might follow. When- 
ever thoſe glorious out-pourings of God's Spirit ſhall 
come, all over the world, no doubt it will be in anſwer 
to the prayers of his people.—But ſuppoſe we thould 
never live to ſee thoſe days, ſtill our labour ſhall not 
be in vain in the Lord. To ſay the leaſt of it, God 
would be glorified, and that would be no little thing. 
It would convey this piece of Intelligence to the world, 
that God has yet ſome hearty friends in it, and who 
will continue to pray to him in the darkeſt times. And 
if, as by David's building the houſe, he is not pleaſed 
to grant our requeſts, yet he will take it well at our 
hands—and who can be ſaid to have loſt his labour who 
obtains the approbation of his God: hut this is - 
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all, our petitions may prove like ſeed in the earth, that 
ſhall not periſh, though it may not ſpring up in our 
days. Thus the prophets laboured, and the apoſtles entered 
into their labours; and what if we ſhould be the ſowers 
and our poſterity the reapers? ſhall we think much at 
this? As great an honour at the laſt day- perhaps may 
attend Iſaiah, who hardly knew who had believed his 
report, as Peter, by whoſe ſermon thoufands were con- 
verted in an hour. But neither is this all There are 
different degrees of proſperity beſtowed upon different 
parts of Zion, and theſe favours are often granted to 
thoſe particular communities where moſt ardent prayer, 
love, and holineſs prevail. ——Add to all this, the 
proſperity of our ſouls as chriſtians, is generally connected 
with — . purſuit of God's glory and Chrift's 
kingdom. Conſolation, like reputation, won't do to 
be ſought directly and for its own ſake. In that caſe 
it will flee from us. But let us ſeek firſt the kingdom 
of God and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe things will 


be added to us. One great reaſon perhaps of ſo many 


chriſtians going ſo deſtitute of divine comfort is becauſe 
they care about ſcarcely any thing elſe ; God therefore 
juſtly with-holds it from them. If they were more to 
ſeek his glory, and the extending of his kingdom in the 
world, they would find conſolation come of its own 
accord. He that cannot lie, ſpeaking of his church, 
hath ſaid, TuEY SHALL PROSPER THAT LOVE HER. 


* John iv. : 38. 
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